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MAURITANIA 

➢ Area of 1,030,700 km2 (80% desert), 
➢ Population: 4,927,532 habitants (in 2023) 

➢ Growth rate of 3.1% 

➢ The climate is hot, desert in the center-north, semi-

desert in the south, the wind can trigger sandstorms.

Source : CDN Mauritania 2021

➢ NDC Mauritania September 2021/Ministry of the 

Environment

➢ 4th Communication on Climate Change

➢ Climate Vulnerability Index: Mauritania ranks 58th among

the countries most exposed to the risks of climate change 

(2021) and 165th out of 180 countries according to the 

environmental performance index (2022 ADB).



MAURITANIA 

➢ Public sanitary pyramid in Mauritania

➢ SNIS-DHIS2: epidemiological surveillance which

consists of systematically ensuring a weekly

record of more than 14 diseases with
mandatory and immediate reporting. 

➢ Focal Point Wash and Climat Change : Public 
Hygiene Department MH/In collaboration with

the Ministry of the Environment

➢ Participation of Focal Point in  COP27, COP28, 
ATACH 

➢ Declaration On Climate and Health Source :  2019  demographic health survey

Health system

Type  N 1: Hospitals (58) 
Type N 2: Health Centers (164) 
Type N 3: Health posts (794)



MAURITANIE 

Source : Enquête SARA 2018

Système de santé 

What causes the most deaths in Mauritania?



MAURITANIA 

Health Vulnerability and Adaptation Assessment (V&A)

➢ Health Sector Plan for the implementation of NDC Mauritania 2023-2030: Matrix of 

adaptation actions according to diseases in the face of climate hazards / Adaptation 

actions to the four categories of climate-sensitive diseases

➢ Risk assessment for preparation and response to health emergencies in Mauritania

via the STRA Tool (Strategic Tool Assessing Risk) May 2021 /Risk matrix

➢ Survey on the resilience of health establishments and monitoring of the health

system in Mauritania 2024 (Direct exposure of health establishments to flood risks

FATHOM flood maps: 11% (106) of all health establishments are directly exposed) 

lack of flood mitigation system in affected health structures

Health system



MAURITANIA 

Health system

Photos of the Akjoujt Inchiri
hospital in the north of the 
country (250 km from the 
capital) victim of flooding

following heavy rains
September 2022 (Source: 

Direction of Public Hygiene)



MAURITANIA 

Health system
National Health Adaptation Plan (HNAP)

➢ A roadmap for building climate-resilient, sustainable and low-carbon

health systems in Mauritania December 2022: Identify a level of adaptation 

and resilience ensuring it can cope with climate-related health risks, as well as 

health systems having reached zero carbon emissions.

➢ Vulnerability survey and adaptation of the health sector to climate change 

(PNAS) in progress 2024

▪ Adaptation
▪ Mitigation 
▪ Governance



MAURITANIA 

Health system
Assessment of GHG emissions in the health sector

➢ Mauritania aims for carbon neutrality in 2030 (CDN Mauritania 2021)

➢ A study to evaluate GHG emissions from the health sector: an 

inventory of emissions from the sector in terms of GHGs from the health

system (health care, energy, oxygen plants, cold rooms, generators, 

waste incinerators medical, medical transport, etc.) (LCSHS) via NDC 

partnership (ongoing 2024)

➢ Subsequently a Reduction Action Plan including: the abandonment of 

fossil fuels through the provision of health care, facilities, operations, as 

well as the sector's supply chain, and investment in infrastructure and 

buildings zero emissions, but also the transition to sustainable zero-

emission medical travel and transport.
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